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By: Derek Lee

Former U.S. President Donald 
Trump finds himself in the 

midst of a shocking development 
as news breaks of his recent arrest. 
Unsurprisingly, his mugshot was 
immediately sourced from Fulton 
County Jail’s website and plastered 
across the internet. This mug shot 
makes history, as Trump is now the 
first president to undergo booking 
at a county jail. This now begs 
the question: What led to the ex-
president’s ignominious arrest, and 
where is he now? 

The former president now finds 
himself in hot water, facing 

91 official charges — 13 counts in 
Georgia, 4 counts in Washington, 40 
counts in Florida, and 34 counts in 
New York — counts that have been 
accumulating well before his tenure 
in office. The charges that Trump 
faces in Georgia resulted from state 
charges of conspiracy to overturn 
the results of the 2020 presidential 
election in Georgia (Breuninger). 

Trump is not alone in this case, as 
he is joined by a cohort of 18 co-
defendants, including his lawyer and 
multiple high-ranking Republican 
Party members. However, many 
of the defendants are oblivious to 
the charges held against them; in 
an interview with Trump, he stated 
“Those people that have been so 
unfairly dragged into this, these 
are high-quality people who don’t 
even know why they were brought 
in”. Many of the co-defendants 
were manipulated and misled by 
the ex-president's associates to 
advance Trump's interests. Though 
the former president may show 
remorse, the media’s scrutiny raises 
doubts regarding the sincerity of his 
statements. 

In addition to Trump’s charges from 
the 2020 presidential election, the 

former president also faces multiple 
counts of business-related fraudulent 
behavior. As of October 5th, Trump 
has finished the third day of his civil 

fraud trial. The ex-president was 
accused of fraud when on the week 
of September 24th, it was ruled that 
he, along with his associates, inflated 
his assets. This granted him far better 
deals on commercial real estate loans 
as well as insurance policies. If found 
guilty, Trump and co. could be liable 
to pay hefty sums in damages for the 
profits they’ve allegedly garnered 
through their fraudulent business 
practices (Scannell). Recently, 
however, Trump and associates have 
been attempting to thwart trials and 
the dissolution of his businesses. 
Though trials are ongoing, the 
dissolution of Trump’s businesses has 
been temporarily stopped. Left-wing 
politicians have been enraged by this 
development, as fraudulent behaviors 
including tax fraud could still ensue 
with Trump’s businesses staying in 
business.

With multiple confirmed 
allegations and underhanded 

business approaches, this takes a 

The Donald Trump Mugshot

significant toll on Trump, as the 
people’s perception of him has been 
damaged. As students, several of 
us will soon gain the right to vote, 
underscoring the importance of 
staying informed about ongoing 
political events. It's also advisable 
to scrutinize the authenticity of 
presidential representatives, as we 
wield considerable influence over the 
future of our respective nations. 
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2 NEWS
By: Abby Janssen

New Teacher Interviews: Gillette, Park, & Park
Mr. Gillette came to MAK this 

year after Mr. Taylor, a fellow 
Morrison alumni, brought up the idea 
to him. At first, he was hesitant, but 
when Mr. Wu, a teacher from MAC 
encouraged him to visit, he did. He 
enjoyed observing Mrs. Shaffner’s 
English 3 class and he decided to 
come teach at MAK! This year, Mr. 
Gillette is teaching English 3, 9th 
grade World History, 11th-grade 
Service and Missions, and is also 
helping in the library. Something Mr. 
Gillette is looking forward to this year 
is attending the 11th-grade Impact 
trip with the Junior class. Something 
Mr. Gillette appreciates about Taiwan 
is that it’s not overly complicated 
and it’s a realistic way of living.

Mr. Gillette’s favorite movie is 
Your Name, which is a Japanese 

anime movie. He also enjoys watching 
action movies such as John Wick, 
Mission Impossible, and James Bond. 
Mr. Gillette’s favorite singer is Paul 
McCartney and his favorite song is 
“Come Away With Me” by Norah 
Jones. If Mr. Gillette were to compare 
himself to an animal, he would be a 
Brazilian Amazon treefrog due to 
the frog’s bright colors, small size, 
uniqueness, and its boldness and 
ability to adapt to the environment 
in which it is in. Lastly, a random fact 
about Mr. Gillette is that he was a stand-
in for the movie Life of Pi and spent 

around two months helping with the 
movie while he was in high school! If 
you have any follow up questions for 
Mr. Gillette, feel free to go ask him! 

Ms. Joy Park joined the MAK 
community this year as the new 

2nd-grade teacher. She is excited to be 
working at MAK this year and to be 
able to have her own classroom. Ms. 
Park grew up in China and always 
wanted to teach at an international 
school. When she visited Taiwan in 
high school, she really enjoyed the 
experience and wanted to come back. 
Some things that she enjoys about 
Taiwan is that it has the positive 
aspects of China. It’s also clean 
and organized, it has nice people, 
and of course, it has good food! 

Ms. Park’s favorite movie is a 
romantic comedy called About 

Time because she likes the story 
and it features the actress Rachel 
McAdams. One of Ms. Park’s favorite 
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On August 8th, a devastating 
fire wiped out the entirety of 

Lahiana in a mere 3 days. Nearly 
2,200 structures were destroyed by 
the fire in one night along with 97 
people recorded dead (Hassan et 
al.). The fire’s causes were originally 
unknown, starting off as a small bush 
fire the early morning of August 8th 
and later growing to wipe out homes 
throughout the rest of the day. Nearly 
a week after the fire, people speculated 
on its causes. Many people including 
local weather stations place the blame 
on climate as it’s Hawaii’s dry season. 
However, many people also put the 
blame on electrical companies, the 
main name being Hawaiian Electric 
(Mcdermott et al.). The trend of 
accusations eventually led to several 
lawsuits being filed weeks later against 
Hawaiian Electric which later would 
cause confession from the company 
itself. Hawaiian Electric confesses to 
the morning fire on August 8th but 
does not take the blame for the fire 
that followed the same afternoon 
(Chen et al.).

After the fire on August 8, several 
other areas of Maui caught fire as 

well. The next day, West Maui reported 
a loss of landline and electricity due 
to the fire bringing down powerlines 
in the area (Alfonseca). After the fire 
cooled down for a few days, everyone 
began their search and rescue efforts 
for the missing people reported. The 
reported number of deceased people 
totaled 115 until more information 
filled gaps and the final number was 
narrowed down to 97. Many other 
bodies have not been identified due to 
the condition of the bodies themselves. 
69 bodies have been identified thus 
far and 8 bodies are still in the process 
of being officially identified while 56 
people remain unknown (Alfonseca). 
As of September 18, officials are still 
searching for missing people which 
is a changing number, from one day 
being 500 to another being 1,000 
(Stieb). 

Economically, calculations are 
estimated to cost about 5.5 

billion USD for repairs and revival of 
tourism. Many citizens have lost their 
homes to the fire leaving thousands 
displaced left to rest at local hotels 
with provisions provided by Red Cross 
and other charitable organizations 

Maui Fires: What happened and What's going on Now?
By: Euri Beja

In high winds, a structure engulfed in flames in Lahaina, Hawaii. (Matthew 
Thayer/The Maui News via AP, File)

songs is the Peanuts theme song. If 
Ms. Park could compare herself to 
an animal, she would be a penguin; 
this is because during the wintertime, 
she has a coat and backpack which 
reminds others of a penguin. She 
also says that sometimes her walk is 
similar to a penguin’s walk. Lastly, a 
random fact about Ms. Park is that 
she has lived in five other countries 
before living in Taiwan! She has lived 
in South Korea, Malaysia, China, 
the United States, and Thailand. If 
you have any follow up questions 
for Ms. Park, feel free to go ask her! 

Ms. Esther Park is MAK’s 
new 1st-grade teacher this 

year! She is excited to be part of 
the MAK community and get to 
know her students this year as well 
as students from other grades and 
staff. Ms. Park is a Morrison alumni 
who attended Morrison Taichung 
from Kindergarten all the way until 
12th grade. She enjoyed her time 

at Morrison and decided that she 
wanted to serve students, so she came 
to MAK! Something Ms. Park loves 
about Taiwan is its food! Her favorite 
foods are hot pot with rice noodles as 
well as Taiwan’s delicious fruits such 
as guava, lychee, and passion fruit.

Ms. Park’s favorite movies are The 
Lord of the Rings series. Her 

favorite singer is Pauleen Zoe Park, 
a Christian singer from California. 
If Ms. Park could compare herself to 
an animal, she would be a sloth. This 
is because, some days, she can feel 
lazy or slow just like a sloth. Lastly, 
a random fact about Ms. Park is that 
she has fifteen cousins with a very 
large age gap from the youngest to 
the oldest. The age gap between her 
cousins can range from 2nd grade 
all the way up until late forties! If 
you have any follow up questions 
for Ms. Park, feel free to ask her! 

(Hassan et al.). Along with material 
needs, Maui County provides 
counselors on-site to tend to the 
mental needs of the displaced citizens. 
Around September 25th, reentering 
citizens went back to previously 
restricted areas: the residential areas 
and commercial areas. The Maui 
Emergency Management Agency 
also provided assistance to the 
citizens in their return to the safer, 
previously-restricted areas to visit 

homes and businesses (Alfonseca). 
Moreover, government officials in 
Maui also explained the situation on 
the restricted burn areas officials that 
are yet to go through. It is stated that 
it will take several months to almost 
a year before everything can be 
removed from the burn areas for safe 
return (Alfonseca).

(Continued on Page 4)
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William Lai. As the only presidential 
candidate on Tiktok and having more 
Instagram followers than President 
Tsai Ing-wen, his effective use of 
social media has helped him gain 
popularity among voters below the 
age of 40. Regarding his policies 
toward China, Ko said he would 
be happy to open dialogues and 
collaborate with Beijing without 
changing the current status of Taiwan. 

Terry Gou, the founder of 
iPhone supplier Foxconn, 

also announced his candidacy for 
president as an independent after 
losing the KMT primaries. The 
charismatic businessman said that 
he will use his business success and 
good relations with China to bring 
peace in the region. He often called 
for more communication channels 
with Beijing to bring Taiwan "back 
from the abyss of war with China." 

However, opinion polls show 
Guo’s policies might not appeal 

to the majority of Taiwanese public, 
as many of them are willing to 
defend their country from China. 
His campaign might also further 
divide the opposition’s vote, making 
frontrunner William Lai the most 
likely candidate to win the election. 
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What You Need to Know for the 2024 Taiwanese 
Presidential Election
By: Jasper Lai

In a few months, the Taiwanese 
people will be heading to polling 

stations and casting their ballots for 
a new leader. With the incumbent 
president Tsai Ing-Wen finishing her 
second term, she will be ineligible 
for re-election according to the 
Constitution. Past elections have 
always been dominated by the two 
major political parties in Taiwan — 
the Democratic Progressive Party 
(DPP) and the Kuomintang (KMT). 

However, this might not be 
the case anymore for 2024. 

As of October 5, four candidates 
have been nominated by their 
respective parties and included in 
the majority of mainstream polls, 
making the upcoming election the 
most contested election since 2000. 

Back in April, the ruling DPP 
nominated the current vice 

president William Lai to be its 
presidential candidate for 2024. This 
is not the first time the former mayor 
of Tainan City and Premier sought 
nomination for president, as he lost 
his last bid in 2020 to the current 
President Tsai Ingwen. Lai is seen as 
a supporter of Taiwan extending its 
sovereignty, contradicting China’s 
views of the island as an inseparable 
part of its territory. His previous 
comments claiming to be a "practical 
worker for Taiwan independence" 
angered top officials in Beijing. 

However, as the Taiwanese public 
and the Biden Administration 

prefer to remain at the status quo in 
Taiwan, Lai has reassured that Taiwan 

is already an independent country so 
no changes have to be made. All major 
news outlets suggest that Lai is the 
frontrunner in the upcoming election, 
with most of them showing Lai is 
up by at least 10 percentage points. 

After facing a tough competition 
in the primaries with billionaire 

Terry Gou, the current New Taipei 
City Mayor Hou You-yi successfully 
earned the ticket for KMT in July. 
The biggest opposition party in 
Taiwan suffered huge defeats from 
the past few elections due to its 
policies favoring closer ties with 
China. To regain the confidence 
of voters, Hou emphasized that he 
supports neither Taiwan’s declaration 
of independence nor the "one 
country, two system" policy proposed 
by China to take back Taiwan. 

Experts believed that his unclear 
stance on China will put him 

at a disadvantage; however, at the 
same time, he also appeals to centrist 
voters of both parties. Hou started 
his career as a police officer in the 
1980s; he entered politics when 
serving as deputy mayor of New 
Taipei City. His popular domestic 
policies in Taiwan’s most populated 
city led him to a landslide victory 
in the mayoral election last year. 

Emerging as Taiwan’s third major 
party, the Taiwan’s People Party 

(TPP) is a prominent force in the 
upcoming election. Major news 
outlets often rank its chairman Ko 
Wen-je, a former surgeon and Taipei 
City mayor, second in polls behind Photo Courtesy of © Pichi Chuang / Reuters via The Brookings Institution. 
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By: Audrey Wang

The US Biden Administration has 
officially announced the transferral 

of military aid to Taiwan (CNN). 

Under the approval of US 
military aid for Taiwan, the US 

Department of State has given a total 
of $80 million USD to Taiwan, in 
addition to weaponry, ammunition, air 
defense systems, reinforced vehicles, 
drones, communication equipment, 
and protective equipment. It has 
also included support training for 
Taiwanese military forces (ABC News). 

The program that has aided military 
support towards Taiwan is 

known as Foreign Military Financing 
(FMF). FMF is a US foreign policy 
that promotes a common goal of 
security in joint missions between the 
US and other foreign governments 
around the world. It centers around 
providing military defenses for 
foreign countries around the globe in 
support of peacekeeping missions and 
humanitarian relief efforts. Foreign 
Military Financing is also a program 
that is normally reserved for fully 
sovereign states. Thus, the approval 
of military aid from the US to Taiwan 
has led to increasing tensions between 
China and Taiwan. China has warned 
the US that Taiwan continues to be a 
part of China under the One China 
policy, while Taiwan has repeatedly 
rejected China’s claims of sovereignty 
over Taiwan. The Taiwanese 
government has claimed that only the 
people of Taiwan can decide their own 
future and the future of their land. 

However, the US Department of 
State has spoken up, claiming 

that providing Taiwan with military 
aid does not equate to recognizing 
Taiwan as a separate sovereign state 
from China. Rather, the US’s sole 
purpose of providing Taiwan with 
military aid is to make sure that Taiwan 
is capable of self-defense. The US still 
recognizes the One China policy, 
which acknowledges the existence of 
one singular Chinese government. It 
differs from the One China principle, 
which states that Taiwan is a unified 
nation with China (BBC News). Below 
are quotes from US spokespersons 
from the US Department of State who 
have chosen to remain anonymous. 

“Consistent  with the Taiwan Relations 
Act and our longstanding One 

China policy, which has not changed, 
the United States makes available to 
Taiwan defense articles and services 
necessary to enable it to maintain 
a sufficient self-defense capability.” 

“The United States has an 
abiding interest in peace and 

stability in the Taiwan Strait, 
which is critical to regional and 
global security and prosperity.” 

Another quote from Michael 
McCaul, a US Republican 

Representative, who supports 
the decision to support Taiwan 
militarily, states the following: 

“These weapons will not only 
help Taiwan and protect other 

democracies in the region, but also 

Military Aid from US to Taiwan Approved by Biden

strengthen the US deterrence posture 
and ensure our national security 
from an increasingly aggressive 
Chinese Communist Party.”

 The Taiwanese government has 
claimed that only the people 

of Taiwan can decide their own 
future and the future of their land. 

Previously, the US has engaged 
in military aid via a program—

Foreign Military Sales (FMS). 
Unlike Foreign Military Financing, 
the FMS supplies foreign countries 
with weapons through purchases 
(CNN). Instead of having to wait for 
military supply production, the US 
(through the FMF program) now has 
Congress and presidential authority 
to supply Taiwan with weapons 
directly from US military supplies 
(Straits Times). Despite multiple 
objections and threats from China, 
the US has continued to participate in 

military weaponry sales with Taiwan. 
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Maui Fires Continued
As of September 30th, Lahaina 

is undergoing recovery stages 
and is in the process of finishing off 
the current missing persons list and 
clearing up the area for safe return. 
One of the other big focuses of 
rescue in Lahaina is identifying the 
remaining deceased and getting in 
contact with their family (Alfonseca). 
As for returning to normal life for 
the displaced citizens, there is no 
official date yet. There is also no 
official date for the start of school. 
Many individuals are also due to stay 
at the shelters and hotels because 
of the vast amount of land not yet 
cleared for a safe return. Workers 
from the Environmental Protection 
Agency estimate that it will take 
months to safely clear each property 
of dangerous material (Alfonseca).

Sources: 
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By: Euri Beja

The fire that engulfed the streets next to the sea leave abandoned and burned 
structures along with destroyed cars (Go Nakamura for The New York 
Times).

 Taiwanese military soldiers after US announced military aid approved for 
Taiwan (Atwood).
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Complaints against the British 
museum in recent years have 

mostly centered around whether 
the museum has the right to hold 
onto the relics it possessed, with 
some believing that many of the 
relics in its collection, acquired in 
the nation’s imperial days, should be 
returned to their countries of origin 
out of respect for the cultures that 
brought the artifacts into existence.

In August, a cultural industry 
scandal hit the British Museum in 

the United Kingdom, one of the most 
prominent cultural faculties in the 
world, when it was discovered that 
over 2,000 items from its collection 
of Graeco-Roman artifacts were 
missing, stolen or damaged (Shah). 
The scandal sparked concerns and 
skepticism about the museum’s 
security protocols, and requests for 
the institution to return artifacts 
became an international consensus 
in countries such as China, Nigeria, 
Greece and Egypt (Mouriquand).

As justification for keeping 
possession of the relics, the 

British Museum argued that they 
observe a higher standard of care 
and organization for the artifacts 
compared to that of the countries 
where the artifacts originated 
from. However, recent scandals 
prompted concerns regarding 
the security and management 
of the British institution (Shah).

In response to the scandal, the Greek 
government renewed their calls for 

the return of the Parthenon Marbles, 
one of the oldest controversies 
surrounding the topic, with the 
first dating to 1983 (Sommerlad).

Greece’s Minister of Culture, Lina 
Mendoni, said that the security 

concerns raised by the missing 
objects “reinforces the permanent 
and just demand of our country for 
the definitive return” of the Marbles,

“The loss, theft, deterioration of 
objects from a museum’s collections is 
an extremely serious and particularly 
sad event,” said the Greek minister. “In 
fact, when this happens from within, 
beyond any moral and criminal 
responsibility, a major question arises 
regarding the credibility of the museum 
organization itself.” (Mouriquand).

In response to Mendoni, the 
chairman of the British Museum 

All-Party Parliamentary Group 
has accused Greece of “blatant 
opportunism” in claiming the 
museum is “not safe” following 
thefts from the museum (Shah).

Despina Koutsoumba, the 
head of the Association of 

Greek Archaeologists expresses 
her concerns on the amount of 
Greek artifacts missing from 
recent thefts (Mouriquand).

"We want to tell the British Museum 
that they cannot any more say that 
Greek culture heritage is more 
protected in the British Museum. It is 
obvious that it is very well protected in 
Greece and not in the British Museum." 
said Koutsoumba (Mouriquand).

According to Mendoni, the last 
assertion from Britain regarding 

the Parthenon Sculptures was that the 
artifacts will be “supposedly safer” in 
the British museum than in Acropolis 
Museum in Athens. Mendoni 
quickly pointed out the flaws in their 
argument. The British insitution said 
that they plan to take “legal action” 
against Peter John Higgs, a senior 
curator of Greek and Roman art who 
had worked at the museum for three 
decades, who is the main suspect for 
the thefts. Many of the missing items 
were on sale on eBay (Mouriquand).

The British Museum has possessed 
the Parthenon sculptures since 

they were removed from the Acropolis 
of Athens in the early 19th century. 
The institution has repeatedly rejected 
Greece’s requests for the repatriation 
of those historical relics. In spite 
of that, the Greek  voices gained 
traction amid international calls for 
cultural institutions to decolonize 
their holdings (Mouriquand).

The news of the thefts heightened 
calls for the Benin bronzes’ return 

from the Nigerian government. 
The institution reports that it 
received a written request for the 
return of “Nigerian antiquities” 
from Nigeria’s Federal Ministry of 
Information and Culture in October 
2021 and that representatives of 
the Benin Royal Palace have made 
a number of public statements 
calling for their return (Sommerlad).

Abba Isa Tijani pointed out 
the irony of the institution’s 

argument that their artifacts would 
be safer in the British Museum. “It’s 
shocking to hear that the countries 
and museums that have been telling 
us that the Benin bronzes would 
not be secure in Nigeria have thefts 
happening there.” (Sommerlad).

The Global Times, China’s state-run 
newspaper, asked for the return of 

over 23,000 Chinese artifacts currently 
in the custody of the museum.

British Museum Antiques Scandal
By: Michelle Huang

The editorial mentioned that 
“the vast majority of the British 

Museum’s huge collection of up 
to eight million items came from 
countries other than the U.K., and a 
significant portion of it was acquired 
through improper channels, even 
dirty and sinful means,” The topic of 
looted Chinese artifacts has gained 
traction on social platforms in China, 
as Chinese netizens demand the 
return of the relics (Sommerlad).

Zahi Hawass, Egypt's former 
minister of state for antiquities 

has been campaigning for the return 
Egypt's Rosetta Stone for years.“It 
is the time Egyptian identity comes 
back home. We are not asking the 
British Museum to return the 100,000 
Egyptian pieces they have, we just ask 
them to return one item,” Dr Hawass 
said (Sommerlad).Hawass urged both 
UNESCO and the Egyptian Ministry 
of Tourism and Antiquities to organize 
an international conference to discuss 
both the risks of keeping valuable 
artefacts in the British Museum 
and steps to repatriate them to their 
rightful homelands, and he described 
the thefts as nothing short of a global 
catastrophe and a grievous crime 

against world heritage (El-Aref).

The missing artifacts and the 
campaigns for the return of looted 

relics are not the only controversies 
surrounding the British instituion. 
The National  reported that the 
museum had purchased an ancient 
Egyptian artifact from a convicted 
smuggler in New York (Tahir).
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Items stolen from the British Museum are up for sale on eBay, for as little as 
£40.
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By: Hayden Brandt

The Top 5 Punctuation 
Marks

All punctuation marks work 
in tandem with one another 

to form coherent sentences. They 
organize information in a clean-
yet-varied way; they are all unique 
in making language work. Yet, 
some punctuation marks are more 
unique than others. In this list, I 
will be explaining my personal top 5 
punctuation in the English language.

After a close race with parentheses 
and quotation marks, the number 

5 slot goes to the question mark? Did 
you notice how much you changed 
how you read that sentence? That is 
the power of the question mark. Any 
average, everyday sentence’s tone can 
be shifted to a questioning, suspicious 
tone. Does this indicate confusion? 
Accusation? The possibilities are 
endless with question marks, just 
due to the sheer power they hold.

The number 4 slot goes to a most 
deserving piece of punctuation: 

the colon. If I were to create a “ways 
to preface something” list, the colon 
would be at number 1. Nothing builds 
anticipation for the end of a sentence 
like a colon. The colon also bypasses 
the need for a complete sentence. In 
a regular case, one would need to 
explain the context once more to finish 
up the 2nd sentence, but with a colon, 
the hard work is already done for you.

The third greatest punctuation 
mark of all time is the period, the 

most succinct, clear, and dependable 
punctuation of all time. Doing the 
calculations on this article alone, 
periods are 35% of all punctuation used, 
beating out any other punctuation 
mark. From professional writing to 
making a point in a text, the period is 
without a doubt a necessity in English 
and not a single person could survive 
reading any literature without it. 

For the penultimate spot, the 
ellipsis takes number two… 

Using an ellipsis effortlessly creates 
an ominous tone. It takes a normal 
sentence and turns it into the most 
intriguing thing you’ve ever read. 
No other punctuation can that easily 
make you ask more questions, or 
think about the previous sentence 
that much. “I found a cat outside 
yesterday…” What happened? Did the 
cat do something? Did something bad 
happen? Nothing did happen, but the 
ellipsis puts everything you thought 
you knew into question instantly.

Before reaching the number one 
piece of punctuation, an honorable 

mention in due: em dashes. I have 
yet to learn how to properly utilize 
this majestic line, but raving reviews 
from varying English teachers have 
convinced me that there is something 
to this elongated strip. AP Literature 
teacher Mrs. Shaffner noted that the 
em dash was “versatile, sophisticated, 
[and] demonstrates superior grasp 
of grammar”. Showcased by F. Scott 
Fitzgerald who wrote The Great Gatsby, 
the em dash eloquently emphasizes 
a certain aspect of the paragraph.

Finally, the number one 
punctuation mark in all of the 

English language: the semicolon.

The elegance of this mark comes 
from its varied use; it comes 

when you least expect it. Surpassing 
the obnoxious comma, the semicolon 
can connect two full sentences, a 
feat thought not possible by science 
and math. When a sentence feels 
disconnected or lonely, a semicolon 
can easily match them up, creating 
perfect harmony between the two. 

We can thank Aldus Manutius 
in 1494 for inventing this 

punctuation. It was originally used 
to merely have a distinct separation 
between sentences, substituting for 
either a comma or a colon. It has since 
been modernized into the irreplaceable 
wiring between ideas. The semicolon 
also has garnered a social symbol over 
the years. Amy Bleuel popularized 
the symbol by creating the nonprofit 
“Project Semicolon” to represent 
those who could’ve ended their lives 
due to mental illnesses, yet chose to 
continue, much like the semicolon. 

All in all, this invention has not 
only saved lives; it has also 

become the grand invention that we 
see today. It is now the punctuation 
mark that delicately forms the 
thread between ideas with more 
grace than any other mark before it.
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Top 3 Songs for the 
Fall Season? All Vibes
By: Irene Kung

Dark Red - Steve Lacy

This song should be on everyone’s 
playlist for the fall season. The 

song has a very cozy and warm vibe, 
and the lyrics fit perfectly with the 
vibe of this song. Although this song 
may seem upbeat based on the music, 
the meaning behind this song is quite 
sad. The song reveals a person being 
extremely insecure and anxious about 
losing his or her lover to someone 
else, the feeling of losing their loved 
one and begs them to stay with them. 
It is still one of my favorite songs from 
Steve Lacy. Personally, my favorite 
lyrics or favorite part of the song is 
the pre-chorus to the chorus: “I think 
of her so much, it drives me crazy. 
I just don’t want her to leave me.”

Ceilings - Lizzy McAlpine

This song is deep, and the lyrics 
are soothing; the song reminds 

me of wrapping myself in a warm 
blanket. The album cover is amazing! 
I would highly recommend any songs 
from this album and would classify it 
as a warm autumn of an album. The 
song is about the fantasy of having a 
boyfriend, and having that unspoiled 
love you see in romance movies.

In the song, it sounds like she actually 
has a boyfriend and a lover, but the 

end of the song reveals that it is all in 
her head, and there is no lover. The 
album's name is “five seconds flat.” My 
favorite lyrics from this amazing song 
are part of the bridge: “As I get up to go, 
you kiss me in your car, and it feels like 
the start of a movie I’ve seen before.”

From the Start - Laufey

This song is one of my personal 
favorite songs ever. The lyrics 

are so cute and adorable; they speak 
about the feeling of falling in love with 
someone and wanting to receive their 
love back as well. The song focuses on 
unrequited love, but the way Laufey 
portrays unrequited love is in a cute 
and innocent way; she speaks about 
how a cupid shot her heart and how 
she was in love with him from the start. 

The vibe is extremely classic and 
I absolutely love her voice. It 

suits the fall season perfectly. My 
favorite part of the song has to be 
the pre-chorus to the chorus as well, 
without skipping a line: “Oh, how I 
wish you’ll wake up one day. Run to 
me, confess your love, at least just 
let me say, “That when I talk to you, 
oh, cupid walks right through and 
shoots an arrow through my heart."

Ceilings by Lizzy McAlpine music video thumbnail.
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Personality Quiz: What Ice Cream Flavor Describes Your Personality?
By: Faith Hsu
1. What type of baked good do 
you like the most? 

A. Pie 
B. Brownies 
C. Bread 
D. Donuts 
E. Cookies 
F. Cake 

2. What would you say is your 
best quality? 

A. Loyal 
B. Helpful 
C. Empathetic 
D. Hardworking 
E. Passionate 
F. Optimistic 

3. Which color is your fa-
vorite? 

A. Pink 
B. Black 
C. White 
D. Green 

E. Blue 
F. Rainbow 

4. What do you like to do in 
your free time? 

A. Watch Netflix 
B. Play video games 
C. Eat food 
D. Sleep 
E. Play sports 
F. Hang out with friends 

5. If you had a superpower 
which would you want to 
have?

A. Telekinesis 
B. Time travel 
C. Mind Reading 
D. Invisibility 
E. Super Strength 
F. Flying

6. What kind of drink do you 
like the best? 

A. Tea 
B. Milk 
C. Juice 
D. Water 
E. Sports drinks 
F. Soda 

If you got mostly A’s, the best ice cream 
flavor that describes your personal-
ity is strawberry! You’re a very loyal 
and chill person, and are always the 
person people go to when they need 
someone to relax and have fun with! 

If you got mostly B’s, the ice cream fla-
vor that describes your personality the 
best is chocolate! You have a very help-
ful and fun personality. People are al-
ways able to go to you when they need 
help with homework or when they 
want to take a break and have fun! 

If you got mostly C’s, the best ice cream 
flavor that describes your personality is 
vanilla! You’re a very empathetic and 
joyful person! Whenever people need 
comfort, you’re the perfect person to go to! 

If you got mostly D’s the ice cream 
flavor that describes your personal-
ity the best is mint chocolate chip! 
Although you work in the back-
ground sometimes, you’re like a hid-
den gem! You’re always hardwork-
ing and a person people can rely on! 

If you mainly got E’s, the ice cream fla-
vor that describes your personality the 
best is cookie dough! You’re very pas-
sionate about sports and a great team-
mate, so whenever people are looking 
for another person to add to their team, 
they make sure to always ask you! 

If you got mostly F’s, the best ice cream 
flavor that describes your personality is 
cotton candy! You have a very bubbly 
and optimistic personality, and are the 
type of person who can make anyone 
happier when they’re having a bad day!

SUDOKU
Can you solve the classic puzzle? 


