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  SharkPoSt 

By: Abby Janssen

For nearly three years, China has 
been locked down and isolated 

from the rest of the world. While the 
rest of the world struggled through 
COVID-19, China’s President, Xi 
Jinping, used his power to lock down 
the country under the “zero-COVID” 
policy. However, how much did the 
zero-COVID policy actually benefit 
China’s struggle with COVID-19, and 
how did people react to it?

The zero-COVID policy was due 
to their zero-tolerance policy 

on COVID cases. As the rest of the 
world was getting vaccinated and 
slowly returning to normal, China 
remained in strict lockdown. While 
this strategy was quite successful 
during the beginning of the COVID 
pandemic, it couldn’t keep COVID 
away in the long run (Forbes). 

During the strict lockdown, many 
people lacked necessities such 

as medical care and food supplies. 
People started to become frustrated 

over the government’s overly cautious 
and harsh measures. In November 
2022, protests began to break out in 
parts of China after ten people died 
in an apartment fire (The Guardian). 
Although the local government 
claims the COVID pandemic had no 
connection to the delayed medical 
services, many people blamed the 
strict COVID rules. More and more 
people started protesting for their 
freedoms and basic human rights 
(TIME).

As China makes a dramatic 
switch from severe lockdowns 

to opening up the country again, the 
final outcome seems uncertain (The 
New York Times). While China’s 
zero-COVID policy protected China 
from a large amount of COVID 
cases during the worst part of the 
pandemic, it led to the rise of anger 
from people who believed their 
freedoms and rights were taken 
away during the lockdown. As of 
this Lunar New Year, cities such as 

Wuhan and Shanghai are entirely 
different from how they were only a 
few months prior. People were seen 
out and about in crowded areas and 
with family during the holiday. While 
people got to enjoy the Lunar New 
Year with their families, it is reported 
that eighty percent of China’s 
population has caught COVID-19 
since the end of the lockdown the 
previous month (Taipei Times). 

While COVID cases 
skyrocketed, hospitals in 

China have started to overflow, but 
vaccination rates, especially for the 
elderly, are low compared to other 
nearby countries such as Japan. 
While China faces threats from 
COVID after opening up the country 
after years of lockdown, many people 
are excited to be free from quarantine 
and as Wan, a Shanghai college 
administrator, states, “redeem the 
loss of the past three years” (Nikkei 
Asia).

What Did China’s 
Zero-Covid Policy Do?
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2 NEWS

By: Jasper Lai

2022: The Most Expensive World Cup Ever

Whether you are a die-hard 
soccer fan or have never 

heard of Lionel Messi and Cristiano 
Ronaldo, you probably know a big 
soccer tournament happened at the 
end of last year. The 2022 FIFA World 
Cup kicked off on November 18th 
in Qatar, with the hosting country 
losing to Ecuador, the first time a 
hosting country lost in the opening 
match. In case you don’t know what 
a World Cup is (as you’ll learn), it’s 
the most prestigious and popular 
soccer tournament consisting of 
32 national teams held every four 
years. According to FIFA, the soccer 
governing body of the world, more 
than 3.5 billion people tuned in to 
the 2018 World Cup held in Russia. 

To every professional soccer 
player, winning the World Cup 

for their country is their biggest 
dream. To many of the fans, this 
would be the last time they’ll see their 
idols competing for their countries; 
superstars like Messi (Argentina), 
Ronaldo (Portugal), Neymar (Brazil), 
and Modric (Croatia) played their 
probable last World Cup of their 
career due to how old they’ll be by 
the time of the 2026 World Cup. 

Put aside all the controversies 
surrounding this year’s 

tournament for a moment; let us 
review the World Cup structure 
before getting into the magical 
moments of World Cup 2022. All 32 
teams get divided into 8 groups of 4 
teams each. Then the top 2 teams in 
each group proceed into the knockout 

stage. Japan was placed in the toughest 
group in the tournament, with 
former world champions Germany 
and Spain, as well as Costa Rica in 
the same group. Despite all odds, 
Japan secured a 2-1 comeback win 
in their first match against Germany. 
The second game did not go well for 
the Japanese, losing to Costa Rica 
by 0-1. However, Japan once again 
shocked the world in their final group 
stage game against Spain, defeating 
the much stronger side by another 
2-1 comeback win. Their victories 
over Germany and Spain helped 
Japan to finish first in the toughest 
group in the tournament. Japan 
was eliminated in their next game 
after losing to Croatia on penalties.

South Korea, led by their captain 
Son-Heuing Ming, also had a 

memorable group stage. Despite 
failing to win their first two games 
against Uruguay (0-0) and Ghana 
(2-3), they defeated Portugal in 
the crucial last game of the group 
stage. The last-minute goal by Korea 
secured them a spot in the round of 
16. Unfortunately, just like Japan, 
they were eliminated in the round 
of 16 by Brazil. Portugal and Brazil 
became favorites to lift the World Cup 
after a strong start in the group stage. 

However, both teams were defeated 
by Morocco and Croatia, 

respectively, in the quarter-finals. It 
was heartbreaking for Portuguese 
and Brazilian fans, as their superstars 
Ronaldo and Neymar failed to win a 
world cup in their careers. Most of 

the games ended in a close score, and 
many had to be decided by penalties 
to break the tie. A penalty shootout 
can be exciting if you are a neutral 
fan and nerve-wracking if your 
favorite team is on the field. After 
all, there can only be one winner. 

After 63 intense and stunning 
games, it all came down to the 

finals - defending champion team 
France took on Argentina, led by 
Messi, arguably the best soccer 
player ever. He had won nearly 
every trophy except for a World Cup 
trophy. Many fans wanted him to 
win one in 2022 to mark a perfect 
ending to his career. With the entire 
stadium filled with all Argentina 
fans, Messi and his teammates did 
not disappoint the crowd, leading 
France by 2-0 at 36 minutes. 

Just as everyone expected Argentina 
to win it easily, Kylian Mbappe, 

France’s rising star, scored two 
goals in the 80th and 81st minute to 
equalize the game, forcing the game 
to go into a 30-minute overtime. 
Messi scored again in the 108th 
minute, but Mbappe scored another 
crucial penalty to force the game into 
penalty shootouts. Finally, after four 
rounds of penalty, Argentina won the 
2022 World Cup by 4-2. It was not 
an easy journey for Argentina. They 
lost to underdogs Saudi Arabia in the 
first game and almost got eliminated 
by the Netherlands in the quarter-
finals. Lionel Messi stepped up in 
crucial moments which boosted team 
morale, proving that he deserves to 

be called the best player in the world. 

The 2022 World Cup ended in a 
fantasy, but this could also be 

the most controversial World Cup 
in history. For the first time, the 
tournament took place in winter 
instead of summer because the 
summer weather condition in the 
Middle East is unbearable. Qatar 
did not have the conditions to host 
a massive sporting event like the 
World Cup as the country is sparsely 
populated amongst desert lands. 
However, thanks to their possession of 
oil and natural gas, they became one 
of the richest countries in the world. 
They used that wealth to bribe top 
FIFA officials to host the world cup, 
even though they did not fulfill the 
basic conditions. They spent more than 
$200 billion - the most in any World 
Cup - to build seven huge stadiums 
and a new city to host the tournament. 

All of this was made possible by 
migrant workers from places 

like Pakistan and Bangladesh hired 
by the Qatari government. Working 
conditions for those migrant workers 
were horrible, and many of their 
human rights were abused. Despite 
numerous NGOs calling for the 
boycott of the World Cup, no one really 
responded. Qatar made an enormous 
bet that all the great moments of the 
World Cup would eventually cover 
up all the ugly controversies; now, 
months later, it seems to have paid off. 
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regarding the murder with the public. 

One significant piece of evidence 
that led investigators to suspect 

Kohberger was a direct description 
from an eyewitness account. One of 
the surviving roommates described 
the murderer as an athletic, 5-foot-
10 man dressed in black. She claimed 
to catch sight of Kohberger early in 
the morning. Moscow police also 
discovered a white Hyundai Elantra 
vehicle parked near the students’ home 
on the morning of November 13th. 

A few days after the vehicle 
was found, Washington State 

University officers determined that 
the car was linked with Kohberger. 
Other records of phone tracing 
show that Kohberger had previously 
visited the house more than a dozen 
times before finally attacking his 
victims. Kohberger’s DNA also 
matched with other genetic material 
the police found in the house. 

Kohberger’s neighbors and close 
friends had described him as 

non-suspicious and very chatty. 
He was a well-known, friendly 
neighbor who was always eager 
to talk to others (Insider). His 
friends described Kohberger to 
be one interested in psychology. 

The murders had undeniably 
shaken Moscow up as residents 

had not seen a murder in their 
region for over seven years. After 
this recent attack, the community 
started taking multiple precautions, 
such as walking around the town in 
larger groups and avoiding lingering 
outside after dark. Many citizens and 
university friends also voiced their 
support and justice for the victims. 
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 Gruesome Stabbings in Idaho
By: Audrey Chih-Yu Wang

On November 13th of 2022, four 
University of Idaho students were 

found dead off-campus in Moscow, 
a city in Idaho. The four students, 
identified as Madison Mogen (21), 
Kaylee Goncalves (21), Ethan 
Chapin (20), and Xana Kernodle 
(20), were found on the second and 
third floors of an off-campus house. 
Autopsy reports of the students show 
that some of the victims attempted 
to resist their attacker, but they 
received multiple stabbings despite 
their efforts (Washington Post). The 
murder weapon, described as a “large 
fixed-blade knife” by the police, 
has yet to be found (CBS News). 

Police are still uncertain about 
the victims’ whereabouts and 

exact timeline prior to the murder, 
but believe that Madison Mogen 
and Kaylee Gonclaves were at a 
downtown club, while Ethan Chapin 
and Xana Kernodle were at the 
Sigma Chi fraternity house before 
returning home at approximately 
1:45 AM. Moscow police had 
deduced that the murders would 
have occurred sometime around 
3 AM on the 13th of November. 

Aside from the four victims, two 
other female students share the 

off-campus house. However, the two 
students were deemed innocent and 
believed to have been asleep during 

the murders. On the morning of the 
attack, the two students had called 
some friends over, afraid that the 
students living with them had passed 
out upstairs and were unresponsive. 
The group of friends called 911 right 
around noon (NY Times). Before 
the police released any more details 
regarding the murder investigation, 
warnings were issued to the Idaho 
residents reminding them that it was 
in everyone’s best interests to remain 
low throughout the investigation.  

Seven weeks after the murder, Bryan 
Kohberger, a 28-year-old Ph.D. 

student of criminology at Washington 
State University, was arrested by state 
police in Albrightsville, Pennsylvania, 
and charged with four counts of 
murder and one count of burglary 
(CBS News). Kohberger is currently 
awaiting his trial in the Monroe 
County Correctional Facility after 
being denied bail by a district judge 
in Pennsylvania. Kohberger’s motives 
for murdering the four students 
are still unknown, but rumors and 
speculation have circulated online.

Surprisingly, it took the police 
almost two months to find the 

murderer, and the investigation 
had even been rumored to come to 
a standstill after authorities failed 
to name a suspect. Weeks after, 
the police finally shared details 

Images of the victims from Fox News via Instagram (@xanakernodle / @maddiemogen / @
kayleegoncalves). 
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For months of the first semester, a 
certain club had been researched 

and planned out, biding its time 
before its arrival at MAK. The debut 
of a new club in the second semester 
is bold as the amount of clubs has 
increased significantly this past year. 
With each club asking for some of 
your time, searching for a good fit is 
more challenging than ever. FBLA, 
otherwise known as Future Business 
Leaders of America, has come to 
Morrison Academy Kaohsiung, with 
something unique to bring to the 
table. 

Business is a subject that is 
incredibly important in everyone’s 

future. The need to understand it 
and gain the ability to use it to your 
advantage is integral to achieving one 
form of success. Our school, however, 
does not have a business club for those 
with interest in the topic. The leaders 
of FBLA are here to create a space for 
like-minded people to discuss and 
learn about business. They wanted to 
provide the opportunity for leadership 

experience and career preparation in 
high school. Of course, FBLA is not a 
random idea that popped in the mind 
of a student at MAK. The first FBLA 
group was founded in 1942. 

Since then, different groups have 
appeared throughout high schools 

in all of America. In 2021, their online 
National Leadership Conference 
consisted of over 12,000 student 
attendees. Even notable MAK names 
like Mr. Newkirk and Mr. West have 
talked about their roots in FBLA, as 
they joined it back when they were in 
high school.

Leaders that run FBLA in America 
utilize many different activities 

and virtual experiences to support 
real-world business success. One such 
activity is the Intuit Social Innovation 
Challenge, where members are 
given a real world challenge, and are 
tasked to theoretically solve it, with a 
possible cash prize. The Stock Market 
Game gives members imaginary 
money and a virtual stock market that 

Future Business Leaders of America

spans 10 weeks in order to teach the 
masses how to invest, without any real 
money loss. This system allows for 
mistakes to be made first in a virtual 
world, and not with money that you 
want to hold on to. Competitions are 
the final challenge of FBLA. There, 
the participants must solve a business 
related problem. 

Previous tasks include coming up 
with a presentation for executives, 

a social media promotion strategy, 
and developing a website. With a 
smaller scale and budget, MAK’s 
Future Business Leaders of America 
aims to replicate this experience in 
Taiwan. 

A typical meeting at FBLA will 
be diverse yet concise. Meeting 

during Thursday flex, there will be 
some sort of opportunity to learn 
and practice in the world of business. 
One may expect a business lesson and 
discussion led by Mr. Newkirk at a 
meeting, or perhaps an activity like 
the ones mentioned earlier. Another 
possibility would be a brainstorming 
session for products and how to sell 
them here at MAK. At the moment, 
FBLA’s leaders are discussing their 

collaboration with the Shark Shop, 
as well as how to go about different 
fundraisers. 

FBLA has made  its debut at 
Morrison Academy Kaohsiung, 

with the hope that it will be prolonged 
and expanded upon in the future 
years to come. The leaders have taken 
the blueprint that other schools with 
successful FBLA programs use, and 
will be reshaping and reforming it 
to be applicable and accessible to 
Morrison students. They have already 
completed a jacket order for MAK 
students and teachers. You might 
see Mr. West sporting his new red 
letterman jacket around the school 
sometime. 

More information can be obtained 
through asking the President 

of the club, Celine Kung, any other 
senior staff, or by searching for their 
Instagram: @fbla.mak. 

Source: 

“Future Business Leaders of 
America: The Comprehensive 

Guide.” Transizion, https://www.
transizion.com/future-business-
leaders-of-america/.
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Morrison Academy Kaohsiung’s 
2023 Talent Show, “Out of This 

World,” definitely lived up to its name. 
You can say that the performances 
were really out of this world (see 
what I did there?) From ballerinas 
galloping on stage to pink men rolling 
around, this year’s show was the most 
interesting one yet. With STUCO’s 
girly pop opening performance, we 
were shocked by the overall talent 
within the members of the HS Student 
Council. From MCs’ (seniors Joseph 
Tsai and Sam Yang) hilarious jokes, 
we know they are more than just 
dancers but successful comedians. 

There were a total of twenty-one 
acts that night, all with their very 

own personalities and skills. Middle 
schoolers Elissa (6), Madeline (6), 
Riley (6), and Jacob (6) performed 
Billie Eilish’s song, Bad Guy, with 
their musical instruments. Other 
musical talents like pianists, Leo Chao 
(12) (who performed Transcendental 
Études No.1 & 2), Belinda (5) (Schubert 
Impromptu D.935 No. 4), and Gracie 
Wang (6) (Beethoven Sonata Op.13 
Mov.3), shocked everyone with their 
fast fingers and steady rhythms. 

Dancing acts were another 
highlight of that night. Many 

different types of dancing were 
showcased and performed. For 
possibly the first time ever in MAK 
history (definitely our only one of its 
kind this year), a ballet act shook the 
stage and the audiences watching it. 
Katie galloped gracefully across the 
stage and danced to Sleeping Beauty. 
Mikayla Tam (12)’s solo dance 
performance was by far shocking and 
impressive as she executed painful 
musical steps (we have to appreciate 
the help of her knee brace). Of 
course, we cannot forget Dance Club’s 
yearly talent show performance. This 
year, Dance Club called themselves 

“Newpinkafim '' and danced to three 
songs: Hype Boy (New Jeans), Pink 
Venom (Blackpink), and Antifragile 
(Le Sserafim). Their incredible 
performance was like a concert in 
itself with its strong energy and hype 
music. Not only were high schoolers 
showing off their dance moves but 
elementary students, Emma and 
Meika, danced to a mixture of pop 
songs and slayed the stage as well. 

Singers from all ages came to 
show off their steady vocal cords. 

Ms. Brown (staff) sang and played 
guitar as a fulfillment of a dare from 
some of her yearbook staffers. This 
majestic performance surprised all 
her students and her coworkers and 
many compliments were said. Other 
performances by students like Emily 
Tam (5) (“Song for My Brother” - 
Crash Landing on You), Shannon 
Lee (9) (Jour 1), Aurora Tien and 
Milani (Speechless from the movie 
Aladdin), and Karesse Chou (10) 
(Lauren Daigle's Look Up, Child) sang 
beautifully during the talent show and 
sent us all outer space. (See what I did 
there?). These singers have potential 
to be great stars in the future (see what 
I also did there?). Even Phineas, the 
elementary’s favorite surprise guest, 
helped with the raffle drawing during 
intermission!

With a great finish, the senior 
class presented their last 

performance in a memorable way. 
As they danced their way through 
worship songs and cute kpop 
melodies, they rode their way along 
and waved their last goodbyes (rode 
away in a Gogoro, obviously). The 
talent show came to an end with the 
happy laughter brought from the 
seniors and the “Out of This World” 
2-23 Talent Show came to a marvelous 
close. 

An "Out of This World" Talent Show
By: Joia Claire Tan 
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By: Michelle Huang

The Covid Outbreak 
Will Get Worse 
Before It Gets Better
Traveling outbound for Chinese 

visitors has been an inconvenience 
since the inception of the pandemic 
COVID-19, but now it is simple and 
swift, without the requirement of 
weeks upon weeks of quarantine. 
Chinese health authorities stated 
that moving forward, oversea 
travelers will no longer be required 
to quarantine (Jett et. al). Soon 
after, the immigration authorities 
announced they will be resuming 
the issuing of visas for mainland 
travelers to travel overseas, starting 
on the 8th of January (Shen). Data 
from Chinese Travel platform Ctrip 
that searches for cross-border travel 
was ten times the usual amount at the 
night of the immigration authority’s 
announcement. Japan, Macau, Korea, 
Hong Kong, and Thailand are amongst 
the most popular destinations. 

After protests broke out in 
November on mainland 

China, the biggest show of public 
discontentment since President Xi 
took office in 2012, China has been 
rapiding reversing their restrictions. 
The sudden change on the curbs 
allowed the virus to spread freely 
across the 1.4 billion Chinese 
citizens (Shen). The National Health 
Commission announced that they 
would stop publishing daily Covid 
data. With the official statistics 
showing only one death in seven 
days, doubt arises amongst health 
experts and residents regarding the 
government’s statistics. The data given 
is inconsistent with the experience 
of other countries that have opened 
borders(Shen). 

Hospital reports suggest that there 
are an overwhelming number 

of patients, at over six times the 
normal amount, and the virus is also 
spreading rapidly to frontline medical 
staff, Chinese doctors told Reuters 
(Shen). Further contradicting the 
official statistics, local media reported 
the rising number of deaths from 
Covid, with Peking and Tsinghua 
universities posting increasing 
numbers of obituary notices from 
elderly staff (Shen). This abrupt change 
in restrictions in the world’s second 
largest economy, China, concerns 
many worldwide. Many countries, 
in response to the lifting of Covid 
restrictions in China, began to impose 
restrictions on Chinese travelers 
(McCarthy). The US and the World 
Health organization commented on 

the lack of transparency on China’s 
part, which risks the emergence of a 
new undetected variant.

Soon after the reopening of Chinese 
borders, the Japanese prime 

minister, Fumio Kishida, said that 
visitors from China must conduct 
a covid test and test negative, as a 
temporary measure for this situation, 
and also planning to limit airlines 
increasing flights to China. “There 
are growing worries in Japan,” said 
the prime minister. “We have decided 
to take a temporary special measure 
to respond to the situation.” Lack of 
information and transparency from 
China makes it challenging to come 
up with plans, and there are large 
differences in the information given 
by the official government and local 
authorities, between the government 
organizations and the private 
organizations. 

While the citizens rejoiced in 
the lifting of their restrictions, 

some citizens voiced their discontent 
with other countries’ restrictions. 
South Korea requires Chinese 
travelers to wear yellow cards around 
their necks and ushered into testing 
by Korean soldiers. It is stated by 
Korea that the requirements imposed 
on the travelers are based entirely on 
science (Shen). While countries like 
Japan and Korea set restrictions on 
Chinese travelers, other countries, 
such as Morocco, have banned arrivals 
entirely (Jett et.al). In accordance 
with a statement released by the 
Swedish presidency, the European 
Union (EU)“strongly encouraged” 
its member countries to introduce a 
requirement for a negative Covid test 
for passengers traveling from China 
to the EU (McCarthy).

All of the countries implementing 
new curbs have cited a lack of 

statistics from China, who reported 
only 3 dozen Covid-related deaths 
in December of 2022, paradoxical 
to overcrowded crematoriums and 
funeral homes on Chinese social 
media. Local reports are also in 
opposition of the government’s 
official reports. As of January 6, 89% 
of the Henan province’s population 
of 99 million has been infected, said 
Henan’s spokesperson (Jett et.al). 
Chinese authorities fully reject the 
allegations that they have not shared 
their information transparently, 
saying that despite their recent 

surge in Covid cases, the virus is 
“predictable, under control”, and that 
they have shared their statistics “in an 
open and transparent manner."

 There has also been increasing 
concerns regarding China’s 

refusal to use the mRNA-based Covid 
vaccines, commonly used in the West, 
and refusing the vaccine donations of 
the EU (Jiang and Xi). Vaccines of the 
RNA message are considered more 
efficient compared to the domestically 
produced vaccines in China. VOA 
news's Mandarin Service reported 
health experts from the Pandemic 
Center at Brown University’s School 
of Public Health and the Georgetown 
University Institute for National and 
Global Health Law, who commented 
on the recent surge of cases in China. 
They pointed out that while the 
restrictions imposed by worldwide 
governments would likely be futile 
when it comes to the prevention of 
the virus, they could see the political 
desires to establish boundaries (Jiang 
and Xi). 

“Given recent, significant changes 
in how China is conducting 

surveillance for COVID-19 cases, 
hospitalizations and deaths, it is near 
impossible to accurately assess the 
trajectory of China's outbreak. The 
WHO recently criticized China's 
efforts to redefine its COVID 
metrics, implying that these changes 
may be masking the full extent of 

its outbreak.”commented Jennifer 
Nuzzo, professor of epidemiology 
and director of the Pandemic Center 
at Brown. “China would be wise to 
deploy Western vaccines, especially 
mRNA vaccines, which are more 
effective than Chinese vaccines. 
China's refusal to do so has nothing 
to do with science and everything to 
do with politics. China simply does 
not want to admit that its vaccines 
are not as effective as in the West.”said 
Lawrence Gostin, director of the 
O’Niell Institure for National and 
Global Health Law at Georgetown 
University. Gostin further pointed out 
that it would be “foolhardy to think 
that China’s outbreak has reached its 
peak”. “As we know from Covid-19, 
there will continue to be surges in 
cases, hospitalizations and deaths. 
Because China’s population has very 
little natural immunity, the outbreak 
will get worse before it gets better.” 

Sources:
https://news.yahoo.com/china-clashes-
neighbors-over-covid-103149358.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/01/05/
china/china-covid-outbreak-who-
data-intl-hnk/index.html
ht tps : / /w w w. theg uardian . com/
world/2022/dec/27/rush-to-book-
flights-as-china-eases-covid-rules-
and-borders-set-to-open
https://www.voanews.com/a/china-
says-covid-19-situation-is-predictable-
under-control-/6907932.html

Book Review: How 
to Stop Time by Matt 
Haig
By: Hope Yang
Rating: 3.5/5

I’m definitely late in catching up to 
the Matt Haig hype, but after read-

ing How to Stop Time, I think I get 
it. Sort of. When I first picked this 
novel up from the shelf, I immedi-
ately found the premise intriguing. 
How to Stop Time is about history 
and the passage of time and how we 
exist in it. The protagonist, Tom Haz-
ard, has been alive for centuries, and 
the enormity of all he’s been through 
is catching up to him. To escape this, 
he decides to become a normal histo-
ry teacher—albeit having experienced 
a lot of the history he himself has 
taught—and even begins to fall into 
a romance. However, things aren’t so 
easy when you don’t age, especially 
when the secret society you belong 
to starts getting in the way. At times 
light and witty, insightful and melo-
dramatic, this novel explores fear and 
desire and loss, ultimately telling the 
story of how someone can really ex-

perience life, one moment at a time.

First of all, the premise of this book 
within itself is amazing. Haig re-

lates time and history and life, fear 
and loss and hope, tied together with 
both scenes out of daily life and vari-
ous periods of history. The whole idea 
behind this novel drew me in, and the 
pacing really worked for me. This was 
definitely a page-turner that is at once 
entertaining and thought-provoking.

However, I think in terms of the 
execution of this idea, the tone 

and development and characters took 
away from the experience. Haig re-
flected that he really enjoyed writing 
How to Stop Time, and I can defi-
nitely see that, but oftentimes I found 
it too unbelievable, full of angst, or 
undeveloped. A lot of the writing 
comes off as self-indulgent, which I 
don’t think is detrimental per se, but 
didn’t fit with the overall story, or the 
expectation you (continued on pg.7)               
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(continued from page 6)
get from the blurb and the cover.
  

For instance, a lot of Tom Hazard’s 
past experiences were too ton-

ally heavy or difficult to believe. He 
meets all these famous people, travels 
around the world, and broods for the 
majority of the novel. I buy that he’s 
super old, but many scenes were sim-
ply hard to believe or too heavy-hand-
ed. There were also characters and 
ideas I wished Haig would develop 
more, such as the French teacher Tom 
falls in love with or how teaching his-
tory relates to him processing his ex-
periences. Again, perhaps the reason 
I felt this way was because the blurb 

in the back of the book made it seem 
important, but whatever the case, I 
definitely wanted to see more devel-
opment. On the topic of development, 
Tom’s relationships also fell flat for me 
as a reader. There’s a lot of love at first 
sight, longlasting mushiness, manipu-
lation, and such that Haig doesn’t of-
fer an explanation for but sort of ex-
pects the readers to accept. I think, 
again, that I was expecting a more se-
rious or realistic book and was taken 
aback by the drama, which I wouldn’t 
have minded as much otherwise.

That said, I enjoyed a lot of the sty-
listic choices that the book made, 

such as the perspective. It’s second 

person, with Tom relating his story 
to someone, and incorporates flash-
backs related to Tom’s experiences in 
the present. Overall, I think it’s pretty 
neat and also reflects how the past and 
present has begun to blend together 
in Tom’s head. Moreover, it keeps you 
on your feet, because Tom is an unre-
liable narrator and all his truths seem 
doubtful. I also found it immensely 
satisfying to see his character devel-
opment and how his beliefs were chal-
lenged and changed. More than that, 
there are these large chunks of nar-
ration where Haig reflects on the na-
ture of time and change and life that 
I really enjoyed, though I do under-
stand if that throws some readers off. 

Overall, I definitely enjoyed read-
ing How to Stop Time, and was 

left wanting to know more—about 
the characters, about Tom teaching 
history, about what Haig has to say 
about time and the past, and more. 
Sure, it’s corny or melodramatic at 
times, but this novel is worth a read 
and would definitely make an excel-
lent film based on some of its scenes. 
There are some more mature themes, 
so I would say this book would not be 
suitable for elementary, but overall I 
would recommend it to anyone inter-
ested in reading about time and living 
and aging. And I would definitely be 
giving more Matt Haig books a try.

Memes
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Personality Quiz
By: Abby Janssen
1. What do you value most in a 
friendship?

A. Loyalty 
B. Empathy
C. Compassion 
D. Honesty
E. Humor

2. Which old language do you 
wish you could speak?

A. Greek
B. French
C. Old English
D. Persian 
E. Latin

3. Which bright color do you 
like best?

A. Yellow
B. Red
C. White
D. Pink
E. Orange

4. How would your classmates 
describe you?

A. Extroverted and Funny
B. Passionate and Empathetic
C. Optomistic and Kind
D. Creative and Confident
E. Hard working and Humble

5. Which of these activities do 
you like doing the most?

A. Hanging out with friends
B. Watching youtube
C. Playing a sport
D. Going on an adventure some-
where
E. Reading a book

6. How many friends do you 
have?

A. So many that I can’t even count 
them all!
B. 3-4; it’s a small group, but I’m su-

per close to all of them!
C. 5-1;, it sometimes seems like eve-
ryone wants to be friends with me!
D. 10+; I love being around everyone, 
and everyone loves being around me!
E. 1-2; my best friends are all I need!

If you got mostly A’s, you’re a sun-
flower! A social butterfly! People can’t 
help but be drawn to your bright and 
fun personality! You love being around 
people, and people love being around 
you!

If you got mostly B’s, you’re a rose! A 
super sweet person! Although you may 
not be the most extroverted person in 
the room, you’re certainly the kindest! 
Whenever someone needs some help, 
you’re always one of the first to help!

If you got mostly C’s, you’re a daisy! 
Many people see you as a very happy 
and fun person! Oftentimes, you’ll 
find yourself surrounded by a group of 
friends! You can always get someone 
to smile and laugh even when they’re 
not feeling good! 

If you got mostly D’s, you’re a Tulip! 
Wherever you go, fun follows! You’re 
the type of person to think up the cra-
ziest but most fun ideas! People love 
being around you because they know 
that when they hang out with you, 
they’re bound to have a good time! 

If you got mostly E’s, you’re a lily! 
You’re often a very quiet person at 
first, but once people get to know you 
more you can be the most fun and 
amazing person ever! People love 
spending time with you since your 
personality can be so fun!

Congratulations, Class of 2023! We will 
miss you!


