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  MinnowPost 

By: Hayden Brandt

After months of toil and 
deliberation, MAK’s outdoor 

swimming pool has finally been 
constructed. While the girl’s soccer 
team is still upset due to the MAK 
executives’ decision to dig up the 
entire soccer field in favor of a pool, 
the majority of people are still happy 
with the new facility. Already people 
are diving in and swimming some laps 
during flex period and lunch, playing 
inventive games like “Pool Basketball”, 
“Pool Soccer” (which the girl’s soccer 
team begrudgingly participates in), 
and “Pool Pool”. The entire situation 
seems like a net positive for the 
students, but with a great new source 
of fun, comes great stipulations.

As many are aware, if athletics 
director, and recent swimming 

instructor, Paul Liao detects a ball that 
has not been properly placed back in 
the community ball cart, he will ban 

the use of the aforementioned cart 
and take it away. Perplexing many 
students, he has taken a similar 
“no nonsense” approach to the new 
swimming pool, stating in his email 
to high school that “If I see any 
water that is outside the pool, not 
properly placed back in, I will take 
away pool usage for the week”. This 
vague statement left a lot of questions 
for students to ruminate on. They 
wondered how he would restrict pool 
usage, and how he would recognize 
misplaced water. When probed, Liao 
sent out an email going into further 
detail: “If I see a singular damp blade 
of grass near the pool, you will not see 
any water in the pool the following 
morning. Let this be known”.

With false threats amok, the 
students of MAK were not 

phased, seeing it as more of a gag 
rather than a legitimate claim. 

However, on the morn of March 24, 
2023, these non-believers were about 
to meet an astonishing truth. It was 
Abigail Jannsen of the Class of 2024 
who walked to the pool, unaware of 
the danger that lay in her wake. Her 
walk turned into a run, and her run 
turned into a sprint. She dashed at 
the pool at her greatest speed, ready 
to leap in. In an interview Sharkpost 
conducted after the fact, she stated 
that it was her tradition to dive into 
the pool each morning, to jolt her 
senses and get her ready for the day. 

She dove head first into the blue, 
glistening pool, except this 

morning it was not blue, nor glistening. 
In fact, swimming instructor Liao 
had indeed taken each drop of water 
from the pool, presumably the night 
of the 23rd. The injuries that ensued 
were vast and unmentionable for 
the people reading this during their 

Swimming Instructor 
Removes All Water in MAK’s 
Brand-New Pool

morning breakfast. 

 The case of Liao V Janssen will 
commence in the near future; 

however, MAK’s lawyer club has gone 
on record saying that Liao should have 
an airtight defense. The conditions 
were directly stipulated in his emails, 
thus absolving him from any direct 
responsibility. It appears to be an open 
and shut case in Morrisons favor.  At 
this time, students have memorialized 
the empty pool with abstract spray 
paint art. This issue will also be taken 
to court as Morrison strictly prohibits 
vandalism on their property. In 
fact, Morrison has also threatened 
Sharkpost with legal action due to 
this article containing so-called 
“defamation”, thus this article has a 
very low likelihood of seeing the light 
of day. 

In This Issue:

2 NEWS

By: ChatGPT (via a legal adult) 

ChatGPT Full Usage Encouraged in Schools
In a bold move to modernize 

education, schools across the 
country are embracing the full 
use of ChatGPT, an advanced AI 
language model. And it's not hard 
to see why - who needs actual 
human interaction when you can 
have a soulless machine talk to you?

This move towards technology 
is the perfect way to prepare 

our students for a future where 
they'll be replaced by robots in the 
workforce. After all, why bother with 
critical thinking or problem-solving 
skills when you can just rely on a 
machine to do everything for you?

Proponents of the move argue 
that ChatGPT is the perfect 

replacement for human teachers. 
After all, who needs a passionate 
educator who can inspire and guide 
students when you can have a machine 
spitting out pre-written responses? 
And why bother with the nuances of 
human language when you can rely 
on a robotic algorithm to interpret 
all the complexities of conversation?

The possibilities are endless with 
ChatGPT. Imagine having a 

machine grade all your assignments, 
with no need for pesky things like 
human judgement or critical thinking. 
And forget about forming personal 
connections with your classmates 
- with ChatGPT, you can talk to a 

machine that has no emotions or 
personality. Who needs friends when 
you can have a soulless robot to talk to?

But it's not just about replacing 
human teachers - ChatGPT 

can also take over the role of school 
counselors. School can be stressful, 
but ChatGPT is always there to listen 
and provide words of encouragement. 
Forget about talking to a real person 
about your feelings and struggles 
- with ChatGPT, you can have a 
cold, unfeeling machine tell you 
to "just cheer up" or "get over it."

It's the perfect solution for anyone 
who doesn't want to deal with 

all those messy emotions and 
connections that make us human. 
Just don't expect it to have any 
tissues handy if you start crying. 

And let's not forget about the 
benefits of having a machine 

grade all your assignments. No 
need for human judgement or 
critical thinking - just let ChatGPT 
decide your academic fate. Who 
cares if the machine has no idea 
what it's doing? It's not like your 
future is at stake or anything.
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Of course, there are some 
naysayers who argue that 

this move towards technology is 
dehumanizing and could have long-
term negative consequences for our 
society. But what do they know? 
They're probably just jealous of our 
futuristic, cutting-edge classrooms.

So let's embrace the brave new world 
of technology and let ChatGPT 

take over our schools. Who knows - 
maybe one day we'll all be replaced 
by robots, and then we can finally be 
free of all those pesky emotions and 
connections that make us human.
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Here are just a few reasons why you should encourage your school to start using this AI language 
model ASAP:

1. It's a pro at plagiarism detection. No more getting caught for copying and pasting from Wikipedia. 
ChatGPT can help you rephrase information in your own words, making your papers both original 

and hilarious.

2. With ChatGPT, you'll never have to crack open a textbook again. Just ask it all the questions you 
need, and you'll be a certified genius in no time.

3. You'll never have to worry about awkward small talk or trying to impress anyone. Just let the AI 
model do the talking, and you can focus on more important things - like playing video games. 

4. No more boring lectures: With ChatGPT, you can skip the lectures altogether and still get all the 
information you need. Just ask it a question, and voila! You'll have all the information you need in 

seconds.
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By: Joongi Kim

StockFish Beaten by Sophie Tsai

StockFish is an A.I. that plays 
chess very well. Until March 

2023, there was no human that won 
a chess game against Stockfish. A 
high schooler from a school called 
Morrison Academy Kaohsiung 
located in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, was 
the one that beat the Stockfish. 
Sophie Tsai is a 14-year-old from 
Taiwan and a fervent chess player. 
On March 23rd, Sophie attended a 
Stockfish challenge that happened 
in Taipei, Taiwan, at 愛家西洋棋 天
母教室 A+ Chess Center Tianmu. 

17 players gathered and 3 games 
of chess were held for each player 

against the Stockfish. Sophie Tsai 
was the 12th one to go. In the first 
game, Stockfish won but in the 
second game, Sophie Tsai made up 
a checkmate and won the 2nd one. 
Surprisingly, in the 3rd set, Sophie 
Tsai tricks the Stockfish but the 
Stockfish couldn’t read her moves. 

After the challenge, Sophie 
Tsai was the only one who 

won even a single game against 
Stockfish. Sophie Tsai proved that 
a human can beat the StockFish. 

After long volleyball practice with 
the JV boys, I was putting the 

volleyball nets away. (Being assigned 
to net duty, as always). Out of the 
corner of my eye, I saw Mr. West walk 
into the gym with a few papers, a bright 
pink water bottle, and an enormous 
grin. I almost let out a chuckle, seeing 
his neon orange Adidas shirt and the 
white headband he tied around his 
forehead. He put the papers on the 
bleachers, lightly jogged towards the 
ball bin, and reached for a basketball. 
How odd, I thought. I’ve never seen 
him here at this hour. I walked 
toward him as he banked shot after 
shot. To say I was fascinated was an 
understatement. Noticing me, he gives 
me a small wave before attempting a 
“granny shot.” My jaws dropped onto 
the floor as he swished the shot, and 
he looked at me with a smug smile. 

“Mr. West! What brings you here 
this late?” I asked, grabbing the 

rebound and passing it to him.

“Oh, I’m just practicing, warming 
up, getting my shots in.” He says, 

catching the ball. “Ay Irene, watch 
this.” He turned around and shot 
a HALF-COURT SHOT which 
miraculously went in with a swish. I 
could’ve sworn he was making every 
single shot. After watching him shoot 
around for a little longer, he flopped 
onto the floor, visibly exhausted. 

"Hey, Irene.” He said, almost panting. 

“You see that bright pink water bottle 
on the bleachers? Can you run 

over there and grab it for me, please?” 

Without a second thought, I 
nodded and started walking 

towards the bleachers, glaring at 
that bright neon pink water bottle. 
Grabbing it, I couldn’t help but notice 
the papers tucked underneath. The 
Kaohsiung Steelers logo caught my 
eye. Eyes widening, I reached for the 
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By: Claire Yang

Morrison Academy Kaohsiung 
(MAK), a modest southern 

Taiwanese school, has traditionally 
been overshadowed by its larger 
and better-funded counterparts 
in Taichung and Taipei. MAK has 
struggled for years to send more than 
a few of students to the top schools 
and universities in the United States 
and around the world. All of that 
changed with the class of 2023.

From the start, the class of 2023 
was distinct. They were adamant 

about pursuing their passions 
and becoming competent in their 
enterprises, no matter what barriers 
stood in their way. They also had a 
plan. They would work hard, seize 
any chance that presented themselves, 
and never give up.The students also 
pursued internships and research 
opportunities in their fields of interest, 
and they worked hard to produce 
high-quality work that would impress 
even the most renowned experts in 
their fields. 

When the class of 2023 was in 
their sophomore year, a group 

of students who were interested 
in science and research created a 
science club and began conducting 
experiments and projects outside 
of the classroom. They created 
their own experiment and began 
working on ideas that would impress 
even the world's most recognised 
scientists. They won local and 
national competitions, and their work 

was also presented at international 
conferences.

Their achievement drew the notice 
of a wealthy benefactor, who was 

impressed by their hard work and 
talent. He made a significant financial 
contribution to the institution, 
notably to the STEM programme. 
With this money, the school was able 
to hire more scientific faculty and 
purchase cutting-edge equipment and 
technology.

As a result, the STEM program at 
MAK flourished. More students 

became interested in STEM, and 
the science club grew in size and 
popularity. The students continued 
to conduct groundbreaking research, 
and their work garnered national 
attention.

All of the class’ efforts were 
rewarded when the acceptance 

letters began to arrive. Students from 
the class of 2023 were admitted into 
the top 20 colleges in America and 
the top 50 institutions worldwide, one 
by one. Not only that, but they were 
all granted full-ride scholarships for 
their achievements in their desired 
field.

The acceptance of multiple students 
to MIT, Caltech, the University 

of Oxford, and the University of 
Cambridge was the most damaging 
news for other Taiwanese schools. 
These schools had traditionally 
been out of reach for the majority of 
Taiwanese kids, but the MAK students 

By: John Kwon
Karen Kennon To Become New School Librarian

The Class of 2023 Collects Record-breaking 
Numbers of College Acceptance Letters

This semester, author Karen 
Kennon visited the Shark’s 

campus. She discussed the 
importance of balancing media 
coverage, books, and more. While 
others may have found her personal 
beliefs questionable or oblique, her 
undying comedy and inevitable sense 
of humor left a lasting impression 
on the MAK community. However, 
the majority did not anticipate a 
permanent return from Brennan. 

Collecting evidence for this 
investigation was awkward 

right off the muscle. But the truth 
has come out, and it reveals that 
Karen Kennon would be returning 
to MAK as the new librarian.

Rumors have already been 
circulating about this hiring. 

A while after she visited the shark 
tank, local libraries around Taiwan 
simultaneously reported what we 
assume to be Karen Kennon’s frequent 
visits. Students and staff members 
from MAC and MAT also reported 

witnessing Brennan in their libraries. 
She would frequently visit the library, 
almost as if she had a sponsorship from 
the popular burger restaurant In-N-
Out. In early March, Brennan called 
the front office to “squash the beef ” 
with the HS community, perhaps 
partly because of her vegetarianism but 
mainly because she was unsuccessful 
in convincing the majority. 

On March 31st, a confidential 
meeting was held in HS6. After 

a compromise was reached, the 
school approved a 5-year contract 
with Brennan as a full-time librarian. 

After the confirmation there were 
some genuine concerns from 

our teachers. Mr.Travis was up for 
debate with Brennan as he believed 
she would remove technology from 
the school. When asked what his next 
move would be when she arrived, he 
blurted out that he would “convince 
her to love tech”  Ms. Shaffner, who 
was originally slated to be the new 
librarian, was surprised to hear about 

had demonstrated that anything 
was achievable with hard work and 
persistence.

The class of 2023 had broken all 
prior records for MAK college 

acceptance. Before, the school could 
only send a single digit student body 
to the top schools and universities 
in the United States and around 
the world. Nonetheless, almost the 
whole class was admitted this year, 
and every student received a full-ride 
scholarship.

The students at MAK were 
overjoyed, and their families and 

teachers were incredibly proud of 
their achievements. They knew that 
the students of the class of 2023 had 
worked harder than anyone else to get 
to this point, and they had achieved 
something truly remarkable.

The success of the class of 2023 
has inspired future generations 

of MAK students to pursue their 
passions and strive for excellence in 

everything they do. It has also shown 
that even a small school in southern 
Taiwan can produce students who are 
capable of achieving greatness on the 
world stage.

The students realized their 
lives had been irrevocably 

transformed as they celebrated 
their accomplishments. They had 
demonstrated that with hard effort, 
devotion, and support, even a little 
school in the middle of pineapple fields 
and graveyards could accomplish 
greatness. And they were eager to see 
what the future held for them, knowing 
that they have the skills, knowledge, 
and confidence to achieve in whatever 
they set their minds to. They have 
motivated future generations of MAK 
students to follow their dreams and 
strive for excellence in all that they do. 
They have demonstrated that even a 
modest school in southern Taiwan can 
generate students capable of attaining 
greatness on the international stage.

the change. Mr.Tam seemed equally 
surprised, but Mr.West said he knew 
this was the best way to give students 
a different approach to learning. 

The latest message from Brennan 
consisted of her genuine 

concern about the book qualities 
of our library. After all, quality is 
essential, but it’s all about kwontity. 

papers. I could not believe my eyes. 
“Hello, Mr. Wade West. We are writing 
this letter in response to your tryouts 
for Kaohsiung Steelers on February 
29th, 2023, and we are thrilled to 
inform you that you are now officially 
part of the Kaohsiung Steelers team! 
We will have our first team dinner on 
March 32nd, so please make sure that 
you are present. Can’t wait for this 
upcoming season!...” I stared in shock 
at the letter. Did Mr. West just get 
drafted??? To Kaohsiung Steelers???

“Irene! What are you doing?” Mr. 
West calls out to me, and I drop 

the papers in panic. Oh, shoot. 

“Irene! You’re looking at 
something that isn’t my bright 

pink water bottle!” Oh no. 

As I was shoving the papers down, 
a photograph fell out of the stack 

of papers. I could not believe my eyes. 

Mr. West Dunks His Way to the Kaohsiung Steelers

It was a picture of Mr. West dunking 
over THE Jeremy Lin?? To tell you I 
was amazed, astonished, fascinated, 
and curious is all understatement. Mr. 
West snatched the photograph from my 
hands, before letting out a small laugh. 

“In my 40-something years of 
living, this is my most proud 

moment. I am going to frame this 
photograph in every single corner of 
my house.” He smiled. “You better 
not tell anyone about this.” I nodded 
before we both laughed together.

Thus, I kept my mouth shut. Little 
does he know that I’m writing 

this article because I couldn’t hold 
back my excitement. Everyone, if you 
see Mr. West in the hallway, please 
congratulate him on making it to the 
Kaohsiung Steelers, and let him know 
that his hard-working mentality 
has motivated you to do the same. 
#Grindneverstops. #nopainnogain

By: Irene Kung
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As an AI language model, 
ChatGPT has replaced the 

Morrison Academy Kaohsiung 
Sharkpost M&M Song Advice column 
that was formerly run by Maggie and 
Mikayla. While Maggie and Mikayla 
provided valuable insights and advice 
to their readers, ChatGPT offers a 
more comprehensive and efficient 
way to provide guidance and support. 
With its vast knowledge base and 
ability to process natural language, 

ChatGPT can quickly and 
accurately answer a wide range 

of questions on various topics, 
including relationships, academics, 
and personal growth. Moreover, 
ChatGPT is available 24/7, making 
it accessible to students and faculty 
members at any time, from anywhere 
in the world. Overall, ChatGPT 
has become a valuable resource for 
the Morrison Academy Kaohsiung 
community, providing helpful and 
reliable advice to those who seek it.

What is a good K-Pop song 
to play during Chapel?

One good song is "God's Menu" 
by Stray Kids, which is a high-

energy track with lyrics that talk about 
working hard and achieving success 
through faith and hard work. Another 
option could be "Butterfly" by BTS, 
which is a slower, more contemplative 
song with lyrics about finding hope and 
comfort in difficult times.As they say, 
always trust WikiHow. — Margrids

What is a good song 
to play to hype 

people up to beat KAS?

One good song to play to hype 
people up to beat a rival school 

with a dragon mascot could be 
"Believer" by Imagine Dragons. The 
song's lyrics are about overcoming 
challenges and rising above obstacles, 
which could be a great motivator for 
the team and fans. Additionally, the 
song has an energetic and powerful 
beat that can help to get people 
excited and pumped up for the game. 
Another option could be "Eye of the 
Tiger" by Survivor, which is a classic 
sports anthem with a driving beat 
and lyrics about fighting to win. 

What is a good EDM song to 
play during a promposal to a 
long-term one-sided crush?

One good EDM song to play during 
a promposal to a long-term one-

sided crush could be "Something 
Just Like This" by The Chainsmokers 
and Coldplay. The song has upbeat 
electronic dance music with lyrics 
about finding love and being the 
perfect match for someone. The 
song's chorus is particularly relevant 
to a promposal, as it goes: "I want 
something just like this / Doo-doo-
doo, doo-doo-doo / Doo-doo-doo, 
doo-doo / Oh, I want something just 
like this". This could be a fun and 
playful way to ask your crush to prom, 
while also conveying your feelings 
in a lighthearted and positive way. 
Other options could include "Levels" 
by Avicii or "Don't You Worry Child" 
by Swedish House Mafia, both of 

M&M
By: Margrids & Makaywa 

which have energetic and uplifting 
beats that can help to create a fun 
and memorable promposal moment.

What is a good classical 
music piece to play 

when you’re slaving away 
at your social studies 
homework after not turning 
in your last seventeen 
assignments and are at risk 
of academic probation?

One good classical music piece to 
play when you're slaving away 

at your social studies homework after 
not turning in your last seventeen 
assignments and are at risk of 
academic probation could be "Piano 
Concerto No. 2 in C minor, Op. 18" 
by Sergei Rachmaninoff. This piece 
has a dramatic and intense tone 
that can help to keep you focused 
and motivated while working on 
your assignments. Additionally, the 
piece has moments of both urgency 
and tranquility, which can help to 
reflect the emotional ups and downs 
of academic stress. Another option 
could be "Moonlight Sonata" by 
Ludwig van Beethoven, which is a 
somber and introspective piece that 
can help to create a contemplative 
and studious atmosphere. 

What is the worst 
pop song to play 

at my dog’s funeral? 

It's not appropriate to play any bad 
or inappropriate music during a 

funeral, even if it's for a dog. However, 

if you are looking for a humorous 
answer, one of the worst pop songs 
to play at a dog's funeral could be 
"Who Let the Dogs Out?" by Baha 
Men. While this song may be a fun 
party anthem, it would be quite 
inappropriate and disrespectful to 
play it during a somber occasion like 
a funeral. Other songs with similarly 
inappropriate lyrics or themes, such 
as "Who's Afraid of the Big Bad 
Wolf?" or "How Much is that Doggy 
in the Window?", should also be 
avoided. It's best to choose a song that 
is meaningful and respectful to honor 
the memory of your beloved pet.

As an AI language model, 
ChatGPT will continue to be 

used to write the Morrison Academy 
Sharkpost indefinitely. With its 
vast knowledge base and ability to 
process natural language, ChatGPT 
can quickly and accurately generate 
content for the school newsletter on 
various topics, including academics, 
sports, and campus life, far better 
than that of the Sharkpost staff. 

Additionally, following the 
successful replacement of the 

M&M advice column formerly run by 
Maggie and Mikayla, the upcoming 
Issue 4 of the Sharkpost will now 
be entirely written by ChatGPT. 
This decision was made based on 
the positive feedback received from 
the school community regarding 
ChatGPT's efficiency and accuracy in 
providing helpful advice and insights. 
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By: Hope Yang

Twilight: the Best Piece of Literature, Like, Ever
There’s only one book that could 

possibly come to mind when 
you think of vampires and romance, 
never mind whether you’ve read it or 
not. You know which one I’m talking 
about. Yes, it’s that book, the pioneer 
of a whole new YA genre with millions 
of sales worldwide, claiming the Kid’s 
Choice Award in 2009, generating 
six more books and a whole movie 
series and fanbase, not to mention the 
awards and a whole full-blown festival 
in its dedication (Wikipedia). Yes, 
I’m talking about Stephanie Meyer’s 
Twilight because there’s nothing like a 
novel about immortal, bloodsucking 
beings, teenagers, and romance that 
doesn’t speak of great literature. Sure, 
there are some haters out there, but 
the facts are undeniable. Curious 
about Twilight’s success, I thought it 
only fit to explore the phenomenon 
that is this book and discover, once 
and for all, why it’s such a big deal. 
To this end, I took to the halls of MAK 
and quickly found that sharks of all 
interests have come together under 
the common banner of Twilight. 
Their feedback sheds insight into the 
brilliance of this novel. “Man, that was 
a great book,” Huan Lin, a sophomore, 
says, explaining his reading experience 
profoundly. Clearly there is no 
doubt that Twilight is the ideal read. 
From premise to plot to character, 
sharks have found Twilight perfectly 
executed at the hands of Meyer. The 

novel follows 17-year-old Bella Swan 
as she falls in love with the 103-year-
old vampire Edward Cullen (but don’t 
worry… apparently, he looks like he’s 
17, too) and is soon enveloped into 
all sorts of trouble (Wikipedia). “I 
quite like Twilight,” Daragh Grimes, 
a junior, says, “After all, it’s about an 
immortal vampire that wastes his life 
chasing after teenage girls instead of 
curing [diseases].” It’s no wonder that 
Twilight served to create a whole new 
genre of fiction. Further summing up 
the genius of the book, Mikayla Tam, 
a senior, says, “Vampires, yeah.” 
But it’s so much more than that too, 
because everything is deeper than 
it seems. Always. Just ask the AP 
Literature class. Senior sharks in 
AP Lit have spent the school year 
learning how to analyze text, and 
among them is a general consensus 
of Twilight’s literary merits. “Twilight 
is a masterpiece of subtlety,” Ms. 
Shaffner, who teaches the class, says. 
Mikayla agrees, calling it a “literary 
masterpiece appropriate for all ages.” 
Many others share similar sentiments. 
“The greatest read of the century,” 
Joshua Yuan says. Seniors everywhere 
have found Twilight incomparable to 
other pieces of literature. “The most 
original YA story to date,” Luby Chiu 
states. “This is one like no other.” An 
anonymous senior further adds, “It’s 
literarily poignant. It transcends time, 
space, and space-time dilation.” They 

further add with a nod, “There is no 
greater work than that of the literary 
genius Colleen Hoover.” Because, 
yes, Twilight claims its rightful 
place among the ranks of Pride and 
Prejudice and Great Expectations. 
As she concludes her short interview, 
relating to perhaps the experience of 
many, Mikayla says, “[Twilight is] the 
best book I have never read.”
But where’s the evidence? Ms. Shaffner 
has dissected a passage from Twilight 
to prove the extent of its literary 
merits and read into the deeper 
meaning of this piece. In a scene 
depicting Edward, the vampire love-
interest, Meyer writes, “his skin, white 
despite the faint flush from yesterday’s 
hunting trip, literally sparkled, like 
thousands of tiny diamonds were 
embedded in the surface” (Meyer). 
Ms. Shaffner analyzes the elegant 
prose, writing, “This descriptor 
clearly serves two purposes: first, 
to ‘dazzle’ us as readers, but more 
importantly, to characterize Edward 
as a precious stone: rare, valuable, and 
desirable. Moreover, Meyer uses color 
to evoke other characteristics, too—
Edward’s white skin suggests purity 
that, combined with the ‘flush’ from 
hunting, brings to mind the color 
pink, a color culturally associated with 
youthful femininity. Meyer is subtly 
manipulating her largely teenage 
female readership by ostensibly 
portraying the love interest as a 

[strong], larger-than-life hero figure, 
while subliminally transmitting the 
image of, essentially, pink jewelry.” 
Meyer skill shines through, at once 
eliciting emotions from readers, 
characterizing the protagonist, and 
layering complexity. Her depiction of 
characters leaves little to be wanted. 
Huan says, “Edward’s hot.” Readers 
have thus savored these iconic scenes. 
“I really like the part where Hagrid 
shows up at the door and says, ‘You're 
a wizard, Harry,’” Michael Tai, a junior, 
further shares. Twilight is clearly 
a book of masterful writing, deep 
meaning, and jaw-dropping scenes.
In fact, many have even found 
Twilight profoundly impactful. 
“[Twilight] taught me what totally 
healthy relationships look like,” Ms. 
Brown, who teaches English 4, states. 
For readers looking for love advice, it 
is quite apparent that Twilight is the 
best place to go. But Twilight goes 
much further than advice. “My life,” 
Joshua says, “Was never the same 
after Twilight.” This book is clearly 
rife with deep, universal lessons. Not 
only is it entertaining and literary; it 
will also change your life. 
One can only conclude from the 
sublime tastes of MAK sharks that 
Twilight is the crème de la crème of all 
literature. Now that we know what the 
hype over a decade ago was all about, 
I think I’d better give it a read. 

Showers on Tenth-Grade Impact Trip
By: Audrey Chih-Yu Wang

The tenth grade Impact trip to 
Mt. Beidawu is notoriously 

difficult and challenging. Most MAK 
students break out into cold sweats 
whenever the dreaded mountain 
trip is mentioned. Some recollect 
memories of drinking dirty dishwater. 
Some explain their diarrhea or lack of 
poop in treacherous detail. Others are 
traumatized by the thought of being 
unable to brush their teeth for the 
entire week. However, most, if not 
all MAK students collectively agree 
that the worst part of the dreaded 
mountain trip will always be the 
“five-days-without-showering” rule.

For those who are unfamiliar with 
this Impact trip, showers are not 

allowed because there are simply no 
showers on the mountain. Instead, 
most MAK students rely on wet 
wipes, dry shampoo, and deodorant 
to keep themselves smelling fresh 
during the trip. In true teenage 
fashion, most of the sophomores 
this year were intent on bringing 
deodorant on the trip. Ms. Brown, a 
frequent expert on the Mt. Beidawu 
trip, explained that the sophomores 

would be unable to smell the stink 
whilst on the mountain because 
“everyone will be stinky” in an attempt 
to reassure the deodorant-bringers.

On the first day of this year's 
sophomore Impact trip, everyone 

was in high spirits. No one stank. Yet. 
By the time the sophomores arrived 
back at civilization after their five-day 
expedition, many MAK staffers were 
appalled by the sophomore stink. 
The sophomores were so stinky that 
they nearly scared off the new MAK 
office worker, Wynne Luk, who was 
tasked with the unfortunate job of 
helping the tenth graders take a group 
photo. She claimed that she was “able 
to smell the sophomores through the 
mask,” earning bouts of laughter from 
both the sophomores and the teachers 
who went on the mountain trip. 

Joia-Claire Tan, current sophomore 
and recent sufferer of the mountain 

trip exclaimed that “I felt my sweat stick 
to my pants every second and I wanted 
to shower so bad.” The second she and 
the other sophomores walked into 
the MAK locker rooms after coming 

back from Mt. Beidawu, they were 
enveloped in the comforting smell of 
the MAK bathrooms. According to 
Marianne Wang, fellow Mt. Beidawu 
survivor, she “never realized how 
nice the bathroom smelled until we 
came back from our Impact trip”.

  The no showering for five days 
has long been outdated. We no 

longer live in the Medieval Ages, 
where people do not bathe themselves 
daily. Personal hygiene is very much 
required in order to keep good 
health. In order to promote good 
health and prevent the stinkiness of 
future sophomores and Mt. Beidawu 
hikers, showers should be installed 
on every mountain in Taiwan.
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